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Responses to Comments from the California Department of Fish and Game

3-1. This comment addresses the adequacy of the mitigation measures proposed for biological
resources.  The commenter states that the SWRCB should request cultivation history back
to 1985 from the applicator for the site where biosolids are to be applied.  This request has
been considered; however, no changes to the mitigation measures have been made in
response to this comment.  Generally, land application of biosolids will occur on sites
where agricultural operations are ongoing.  In those cases where applications are submitted
for the land application of biosolids and the proposed site has been fallow for more than
1 year, biological reports, as stated in Mitigation Measures 7-1 and 7-2, would be prepared
and submitted to the RWQCB with the notice of intent (NOI).  These reports also will be
provided to DFG.  Measures will be included in the reports to avoid, reduce, or compensate
for biological impacts, if necessary.  DFG will be able to forward concerns to the RWQCB
if it finds that proposed mitigation measures are not adequate to fully protect sensitive
species or habitat.

Also see Response to Comment 1-7.

The commenter also expresses concern for the land application of biosolids to affect
wetlands.  The proposed GO specifically states that biosolids may not be applied within
100 feet of surface waters, including wetlands, creeks, ponds, lakes, underground
aqueducts, and marshes.  Furthermore, because the draft EIR is a programmatic EIR, the
level of detail provided in the mitigation measures is appropriate.
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